Individual sensitivity to genotoxic effects of nickel and antimutagenic activity of ascorbic acid.
Cytotoxicity of nickel compounds was studied by stimulating the repair synthesis of DNA and counting lymphocyte micronuclei in workers of smelting shop of copper-nickel sulfide processing plant. Nickel content in the organism was evaluated by its concentrations in hair. Therapy with ascorbic acid (1 g/day for 1 month) led to a significant decrease in the number of micronuclei. The number of micronuclei before and after ascorbic acid treatment varied within a wide range in different individuals.